The Difficult Airway: A Practical Guide. C. A. Hagberg, C. A. Artime, W. H. Daily (eds). New York: Oxford University Press, 2013; ISBN: 978-0-19-979441-6; pp. 192; $180.50. This 200-page book, and companion DVD with 25 MPEG-4 movie files, is aimed at "all airway managers, regardless of their experience and training". Pleasingly, there are significant sections on basic airways skills, such as bag-mask ventilation and patient positioning. It covers a wide array of supraglottic devices and video laryngoscopes, but by attempting to be so comprehensive some parts become somewhat shallow. For example, the paragraph on the Rusch Easy Tube ® contains little more information than is available on the manufacturer's brochure. In other parts it is highly detailed; for example, the pharmacology of droperidol.
There are minor errors; for example, a needle through the cricothyroid membrane does not en-ter the trachea, as suggested on the video, but rather the larynx. There are also some language inconsistencies; for example, "Resistance may be due to the bevel impinging on the right arytenoid"… "90 degree turn counterclockwise, orientating the bevel posteriorly". For the expert these may be ignored; for the beginner they may be confusing.
Carin Hagberg is also the editor of Benumof and Hagberg's Airway Management, 3rd ed, published in 2012. This is described as focusing on the most essential and practical information, with a concise, how-to approach, carefully chosen illustrations, and case examples and analysis throughout. Although larger (1000 pages) and more expensive, it is likely to be of more benefit to most departmental libraries.
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